EPA-R5-2014-001593-95
"Koelfgen , Katie E (MPCA)"
MPCA )"
<katie .koelfgen
>
09/13/2012 02:21 PM

To Linda Holst
cc "Foss, Ann (MPCA)", "Blaha, Gerald (MPCA)", Kevin Pierard,
"Tomasek, Mark (MPCA)", "Clark, Richard (MPCA)",
"Lotthammer, Shannon (MPCA)", Thomas Poleck, David
Pfeifer, Christine Wagener, "Clark, Richard (MPCA)"
bcc
Subject RE: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

Yes, tribal feedback on the recommendation would be one component of an overall water quality
discussion to be had with the tribes. It was undecided whether that would be a separate consultation
between EPA and the tribes, or if MPCA would attend. MPCA expressed willingness to participate, but
we will leave the decision of our attendance to the discretion of EPA and the tribes . A final wrap-up
meeting would probably be appropriate. I suggest we discuss finalizing further meetings on Monday, as
well. Thanks.
From: Linda Holst [mailto:Holst.Linda
]
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 1:49 PM
To: Koelfgen, Katie E (MPCA)
Cc: Foss, Ann (MPCA); Blaha, Gerald (MPCA); Kevin Pierard; Linda Holst; Tomasek, Mark (MPCA); Clark,
Richard (MPCA); Lotthammer, Shannon (MPCA); Thomas Poleck; David Pfeifer; Christine Wagener
Subject: RE: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

Thanks, Katie. My understanding is that the EPA discussion with the Tribes contemplated as part of the
series of meetings would be about WQS issues, not just on the wild rice staff recommendations, and that
we would have that discussion with MPCA present. Perhaps that can be the next scheduled
meeting/videoconference call. The conversation we're having with GP and FdL tomorrow is to hear what
they think about MPCA's revisions to the staff recommendation papers. We thought that would be helpful
to hear prior to Monday's meeting. We will certainly share with MPCA on Monday what we hear from the
Tribes tomorrow.

"Koelfgen, Katie E (MPCA)" ---09/13/2012 01:32:56 PM---Hi, Linda. Thanks for your email. Mark let me
know that you two had traded messages. To begin the
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richard.clark
Date: 09/13/2012 01:32 PM
Subject: RE: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

, "Blaha, Gerald (MPCA)" <
>, "Clark, Richard (MPCA)" <

Hi, Linda. Thanks for your email. Mark let me know that you two had traded messages. To begin the meeting, the
MPCA would like to outline the process we took in arriving at the draft staff recommendation , including our
feedback process with the tribes. We will bring informational documents that were used in drafting the
recommendation, as well as data and maps to aid in our discussion. As I mentioned to you on our phone call on

8/31, we’d like EPA’s feedback on the draft staff recommendation as it applies to the proposed PolyMet project .
This portion can be done without PolyMet in the room . PolyMet would also like to provide their comments to EPA .
EPA is not expected to respond to PolyMet at that time .

During the planning stages of this series of meetings, it was expected that EPA would have a discussion with the
tribes to receive their feedback on the draft staff recommendation. If EPA would like to convey tribal feedback to
MPCA at the meeting, that can also be added to the meeting topics.
Please let me know if there’s anything you’d like to discuss further prior to our meeting . We look forward to talking
with you Monday.

Katie Koelfgen
Supervisor, Metallic Mining Sector
Industrial Division
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North
St. Paul, MN 55155
Office:
Cell:
katie.koelfgen
From: Linda Holst [mailto:Holst.Linda
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 12:34 PM
To: Koelfgen, Katie E (MPCA); Foss, Ann (MPCA)
Cc: pierard.kevin
Tomasek, Mark (MPCA); Blaha, Gerald (MPCA); Lotthammer, Shannon
(MPCA)
Subject: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday
Katie and Ann -- Two things:
1) Have you pulled together an agenda for Monday's meeting? If yes, could you send us a copy?
2) Mark Tomasek and I have exchanged voice mail messages . Several of us in R5 are having a call with
Grand Portage and Fond du Lac tomorrow to hear their concerns about the wild rice papers on
seasonality and wild rice production waters. They mentioned on a mining permitting call last week that
they don't believe their concerns have been addressed adequately in the current versions of MPCA's
papers. This call is for EPA to hear directly what their remaining concerns still are on the papers. We
aren't making any decisions on the call. We thought it would be helpful to have this call before our meeting
Monday.
Linda

EPA-R5-2014-001593-96
Thomas
Poleck /R5/USEPA/
USEPA /US
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To Linda Holst, "Koelfgen, Katie E (MPCA)"
cc
bcc
Subject RE: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

Linda or Katie, am I correct that the "seasonality" recommendation paper will not be discussed (except
maybe with the tribes) since it does not pertain to PolyMet? This paper seems to be written for Mesabi
Nugget and PM has in the past explicitly stated that they would not be seeking or needing a seasonal
discharge.
Thanks,
Tom
.............................................................................................................
Tom Poleck
poleck.thomas
U.S. EPA, Region 5
Water Quality Branch (WQ-16J)
312-582-5841 (fax)
77 W. Jackson Blvd
Chicago, IL 60604
Linda Holst
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To:
Cc:
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Thanks, Katie. My understanding is th...
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RE: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

Thanks, Katie. My understanding is that the EPA discussion with the Tribes contemplated as part of the
series of meetings would be about WQS issues, not just on the wild rice staff recommendations, and that
we would have that discussion with MPCA present. Perhaps that can be the next scheduled
meeting/videoconference call. The conversation we're having with GP and FdL tomorrow is to hear what
they think about MPCA's revisions to the staff recommendation papers. We thought that would be helpful
to hear prior to Monday's meeting. We will certainly share with MPCA on Monday what we hear from the
Tribes tomorrow.
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Hi, Linda. Thanks for your email. Mark let me know that you two had traded messages. To begin the
meeting, the MPCA would like to outline the process we took in arriving at the draft staff

recommendation, including our feedback process with the tribes. We will bring informational
documents that were used in drafting the recommendation, as well as data and maps to aid in our
discussion. As I mentioned to you on our phone call on 8/31, we’d like EPA’s feedback on the draft staff
recommendation as it applies to the proposed PolyMet project . This portion can be done without
PolyMet in the room. PolyMet would also like to provide their comments to EPA . EPA is not expected
to respond to PolyMet at that time.

During the planning stages of this series of meetings, it was expected that EPA would have a discussion
with the tribes to receive their feedback on the draft staff recommendation . If EPA would like to
convey tribal feedback to MPCA at the meeting, that can also be added to the meeting topics.
Please let me know if there’s anything you’d like to discuss further prior to our meeting . We look
forward to talking with you Monday.

Katie Koelfgen
Supervisor, Metallic Mining Sector
Industrial Division
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North
St. Paul, MN 55155
Office:
8
Cell:
katie.koelfgen
From: Linda Holst [mailto:Holst.Linda
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 12:34 PM
To: Koelfgen, Katie E (MPCA); Foss, Ann (MPCA)
Tomasek, Mark (MPCA); Blaha, Gerald (MPCA); Lotthammer, Shannon
Cc: pierard.kevin
(MPCA)
Subject: Agenda for PolyMet Meeting on Monday

Katie and Ann -- Two things:
1) Have you pulled together an agenda for Monday's meeting? If yes, could you send us a copy?
2) Mark Tomasek and I have exchanged voice mail messages . Several of us in R5 are having a call with
Grand Portage and Fond du Lac tomorrow to hear their concerns about the wild rice papers on
seasonality and wild rice production waters. They mentioned on a mining permitting call last week that
they don't believe their concerns have been addressed adequately in the current versions of MPCA's
papers. This call is for EPA to hear directly what their remaining concerns still are on the papers. We
aren't making any decisions on the call. We thought it would be helpful to have this call before our meeting
Monday.
Linda

